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Reviving Atlanticism

Introduction

Recent years have witnessed calls among various constituencies in this nation
and elsewhere to revive Atlantic dialogue, as though it at one time existed or has
for some reason ceased to exist. History demonstrates that our centuries’ long
relationship spanning the Atlantic, from the earliest days of our nation's evolution
and the more recent immediate decades following the Second World War, has
neither been one of perfect cooperation nor irreconcilable animosity. As national
leadership transitioned from right to left and back among the Atlantic nations, a
constant political flux guaranteed a relationship that was at times rough and
occasionally frigid. Yet there remained a consensus of principle that united the
Atlantic community, despite the personal or political inconsistencies arising from

time to time.

It was during the close of World War
Il that the concept of Atlanticism
finally took root, institutionalized by
NATO, normalized through strong
economic ties beginning with the

Marshall Plan and realized through

demonstrations of Atlantic solidarity
beginning with the Berlin Airlift.
During the period of the Cold War

Atlanticism blossomed only to wilt

Reagan speaks in Berlin, 1987

following the collapse of the Soviet
regime and Warsaw Pact. Nearly two decades on, the Atlantic community of
nations that now includes those liberated European Soviet block nations along

with allied democracies around the world, confront a new threat.

International terrorism and its underlying extremism endanger not only the
existence of states, but the very foundation of free society. To defeat extremism
is to inoculate hate, desperation and distrust through the extension of freedom,
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representative government and opportunity in both the Arab world and beyond.
This requires the resolve of nations, united under principles of liberty, faith and
democracy, unhindered by fear. This requires a revival of Atlanticism.

Atlanticism found its zenith during the closing years of the Cold War.
Confrontation with Soviet aggression and the necessity of military deterrence
naturally found its strongest voice among conservatives, whatever party affiliation
or name they used to identify themselves. Surrender to the Soviet system was
non-negotiable, though at times naive attempts to rationalize Soviet tyranny

clouded common sense.

Often the most passionate reinforcement of Atlanticism emanated from one point,
Berlin. The telemetry of the Cold War’s political crossfire of rhetoric and
ultimatums regularly passed through a city divided by forces of oppression and
through a nation repeatedly caught in the vise of history. Berlin and the broader
defense of West Germany would become icons of the tense standoff between
liberty and subjugation. What is truly ironic is how the eventual reunification of

Germany and the West's victory in the Cold War signaled the end of Atlanticism.

The reunification of Germany, more than any other single event, deflated Atlantic
solidarity. Victory spelled obsolescence to many who through reluctant necessity
embraced Atlanticism. This was the case in much of Western Europe that soon
turned its full attention to expanding and deepening the European Union. In the
U.S., a sense of obsolescence also existed. A new era meant the election of a
new type of president and diminishing investment in and importance placed upon
maintaining effective defensive and offensive military capability both at home and
abroad.

More than a half century of peace, secured largely by a strong American
presence, allowed Europeans to evolve social models, possible only by diverting
resources away from otherwise essential investments in defense. This distortion
had negative consequences on both sides of the Atlantic. For one, it made the
U.S. vulnerable to serious economic downturn and restructuring should the

necessity of Cold War military expenditures come to a sudden end. In Western
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Europe, generations came to rely on artificial institutionalized welfare states,
subsidized essentially and in large part through the diversion of what would have
otherwise constituted military expenditures. Leaders across Europe basically
knew they could count on U.S. intervention if any real threat emerged, while
many of their constituents ignorantly criticized their American protectors’

presence. The end result was to slam a wedge between the Atlantic as the

sledgehammers landed on the Berlin Wall.

The succeeding years
opened a floodgate for the
European left as
conservative Atlanticism,
rooted largely in the
necessity of a common

defense, suddenly

disappeared from Europe’s
Berliners gather to show sympathy following 9/11 political ~ radar. ~ Western
Europe’s welfare states remained in the wake of the Cold War and had no use
for conservatism. In some cases, conservatives in Europe had no use for each
other. In Great Britain, Prime Minister Thatcher was lynched by her own Torie
Party that would later lynch itself. Chancellor Kohl and his party eventually found
themselves victims of success, not unusual in Germany. And the leaders of
France could finally express their true sentiments without the nagging necessity

of grudging gratitude toward the United States.

Nearing two decades on, the world now finds itself embroiled in a new standoff.
Americans find themselves deeply indebted to revive a capable military force and
make up for a decade of inadequate military investment. In certain European
capitals, leaders are scratching their heads in light of their rather hollow
prominence in the world, when they aren’t screeching about feeling disregarded
by "America". Among European conservatives, there is often an eerie silence,

when they aren't further marginalizing themselves through infighting or heaping
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excuses for inaction in futile attempts to save face.

It is not difficult to recognize that Arab nations cannot boldly embrace freedom,
hope and democracy when the most iconic of democratic nations don’t appear to
embrace each other. Squabbling rather than solidarity seems to largely dominate
an Atlantic community where the left now largely dominates Western European

politics.

Unless conservatives on both sides of the Atlantic once again take the reigns of
Atlanticism, we can only expect this wound to continue festering. That is until
common sense evolves into necessity and we have no other choice. However,
waiting will likely exact a heavy price on Europe in terms of its security and
stability. In Europe there remains a misconceived notion of serving as a
‘counterbalance’ to the United States. Such talk would have been utter
blasphemy during the years of the Cold War, however seductive to the European
left. Why should it be any different now?

To revive Atlanticism, Europe’s conservatives must once again assert principle,
not apologize for it or worse yet mutter excuses for total inaction. For its part,
U.S. conservatives at all levels must rediscover the necessity of reconnecting to
their natural counterparts in Europe at both the grassroots and grasstops,
communicating a clear message of solidarity and active engagement. Interesting
enough, Berlin and Germany may once again emerge as a focal point for such
efforts. Without the baggage of entrenched nationalism and a necessity for
reform, Germany’s conservatives may hold the key. Already conservatives hold
the largest plurality in the country. A fresh message from a conservative party
many Germans regard as stale, could tip the balance in a country quietly longing
for reassurance, change and returning to a prominent position on the world
stage. Germany for once could take a stand and assert a positive and
courageous conviction on its own accord. By doing so it would rejuvenate a

relationship that brought lasting positive change to the world.
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Assessing the Past: Election 2004

The presidential election of 2004 was in many ways an extension of the 2000
race. The extremely narrow margin and controversy of the 2000 election
elevated awareness of the increasing influence of the overseas vote. Discontent
among Democrats in response to the 2000 result fed into European discontent
over Irag. But Iraq was in large part
an excuse for many Europeans to
express attitudes that have been
simmering for decades, if not
generations, with or without the

momentary stardom of Michael

Moore or the illustrious end of the
conveniently forgotten or ignored Nancy Bush visits RA Germany
bloody career of Saddam Hussein. However, it was clear that 2004 was a
watershed year for the overseas vote. With the proliferation of efforts among
both parties and outside organizations to reach out to absentee voters, has
emerged the recognition that for Republicans Abroad (RA) to remain effective it
must clearly assess its role across Europe and address the significant influence

of advocacy groups operating throughout the continent.

Identity crisis

The BCRA limitations upon the parties led in large part to the decision to
separate RA from the RNC. Whatever the logic, it became clear during the
election that RA was significantly hampered in its ability to convey a strong
message to the overseas voting public. Unlike the Democrats Abroad, RA
essentially filled a dual role as a de facto party committee as well as a non-
connected committee functioning as a 527. This awkward situation led in some
cases to timid interaction with the public, as erring on the side of caution was
often the best advice when faced with the murky 527 guidelines. Purging

references to the Republican Party, determining the propriety and procedures for
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accepting foreign contributions, debating the status of associate non-U.S.
members were among the many concerns that contributed to less than optimized
operations in the 2004 cycle and focused attention away from the core concerns

of voter registration, campaigning, fundraising and media.

Despite this fact, in Germany interest was high among both the American
community and the domestic public. Starting in earnest around June, daily press
and public inquiries flowed into RA Germany's Internet, email and telephone
channels. Though these inquiries reflected many different concerns they can be

broadly categorized as the following:

1 Voter/election: Voter registration, balloting, campaign materials
2 Media/information: Interviews, issue positions, campaign releases

3 Membership/fundraising: Events, associate memberships, contributions

Functioning as a 527 brought
the flexibility to leverage
multiple sources of support
including in-kind and direct
contributions from both U.S.
and non-U.S. sources.
However, the segregation of
these resources and the fine

line between electioneering

communication and 527
Dan Quayle speaks at a luncheon hosted by RA advocacy often left the public
Germany in April 2004 at the Berlin Capital Club ]

and media as confused as
many RA members as to our message and role in the election process. As a
result, no overt campaign materials were allowed at RA functions, despite
numerous requests by the public and overseas Republican voters. As a de facto

party committee without officially representing the Republican Party, RA found
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itself struggling to explain its role to otherwise enthusiastic supporters.

Despite the confusion both inside and outside RA, the 527 status brought about a
period of self-assessment and reflection upon the future role of the organization
within Europe in particular. RA Germany specifically experienced a trend that
could address the issue of evolving Republican overseas advocacy groups
for future election cycles. Fully half of RA Germany's members are currently
non-American. Despite what the media say, a healthy number of Germans
maintain an honest respect for the longstanding relationship between the United
States and Germany. Tending to be conservative or libertarian, these individuals
have taken an active role in RA Germany's activities and expressed their distaste
for what they often view as a narrow-minded anti-American attitude found in
certain parts of Europe. These individuals have shown themselves to be assets
to the organization, lending considerable time, talent and resources to the

chapter's ongoing development.

The rise of 527 and advocacy groups

The law governing federal campaigns could be better described as the law of
unintended consequences. The 2004 election lent even more truth to this
description. The Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act of 2002 significantly altered
the equation of organization and influence in the campaigning process. Within
the United States it was clear how groups such as America Coming Together
(ACT) were benefiting from the reallocation of soft money. The Democratic
oriented organizations clearly had an advantage on this front as soft money has
historically played a larger role in the DNC. However, in some ways this worked
to the disadvantage of the DNC as there existed less focus and coordination
governing the allocation of otherwise soft money expenditures in the absence of
a party nexus. Various 527 groups supporting an array of causes became the
beneficiaries of BCRA in light of soft money restrictions upon the parties. The
ensuing chaos elevated the status of otherwise fringe movements associated
with the Democratic Party, specifically those opposed to the liberation of Irag.
The early support of many of these movements for Howard Dean and the
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assumed support for John Kerry among the DNC hierarchy in many ways
handicapped the Democrats and put the nominee in a very awkward position
within his own party throughout the general election. The following is just a
sampling of the anti-Bush/Republican advocacy groups that operated in

Germany during the 2004 election cycle:

Anti-Bush/Republican Groups operating in Germany during 2004 cycle

USAbroad.org A P
News for U.S. Citizens who Livé' Travel Abroad. Y ¢ @’, VERSEAS VOTE 2004
USAbroad Overseas Voices Overseas Vote 2004
www.Uisabroad:org W, overseasvoices.con W, Overseasvote2004.com

WM Expats/czirstBush.org REPUBLICANS AGAINST BUSH

Overseas Americans Voting ) ) . )
. . Expatriots Against Bush Republicans Against Bush
Rights Project

THEWORLDVOTES

VEITE!

The World Votes

CivWorld Citizens Campaign for

Talk to US
Democracy
wwwtalktous.org wwwwcivworid.org
|E4 l £ P |
Voices 04 Americans for Informed Democracy

Rerry Edwards

Vote 44 Americans Overseas for Kerry Global Exchange

www.aokerry.com www.globalexchange.org

Sampling of anti-Bush 527s operating within Europe during 2004 cycle

Thus it would be short-sighted to say that the rise of 527s associated with any

particular party is necessarily a blessing. In many ways it exposes the parties to
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divisive forces within their own ranks. Without the nexus of a party organization
maintaining oversight and focus for otherwise soft money expenditures, vast
resources diverted to non-connected committees can fuel potentially
contradictory and damaging messages. With incumbency and being historically
less reliant upon soft money, Republicans were largely spared from such internal
difficulties, but this will not necessarily be the case in 2008 with the likelihood of
dual primary contests.

In Europe, BCRA essentially only affects party committees and renders them
essentially powerless overseas on their own accord. However, non-connected
committees independently established outside U.S. jurisdiction are free to say
and do whatever they wish within the context of domestic regulation. Though this
has always been the case, it has never been much of a consideration until now.
Should the overseas vote continue to grow this will become a factor, and no

amount of legislation in the United States will stop it.

We have already seen the early stages of this
process in Germany. Vote 44 was an effort to
defeat our 43rd president, but it wasn't based in
the U.S. The organization was established and
financed in Germany. Its well-funded activities
included concerts, merchandising, paid media
(radio ads, posters, flyers) as well as voter
registration and endorsement by former
President Clinton during his June 2004 visit to
Berlin. Although voter registration is essentially

a non-partisan activity, the context in which

these efforts take place does have an

German-based Vote 44 table in
Berlin

influence.

In addition to intense efforts such as Vote 44,
there were cadres of websites and organizations that sprung up opposing the

reelection of President Bush and attempting to sway the overseas vote against
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Republicans. Though many of these efforts such as American Voices Abroad
reflect the far left fringe of U.S. politics, a number of softer efforts emerged with
the general aim of voter registration but with clear ties to Democrat-oriented
causes. RA was essentially the only Republican-oriented advocacy group
providing voter registration in Europe. Many Republican voters explained how
they registered to vote through websites such as Tell an American to Vote, but
would have preferred to register through RA. In this regard, we lost the
opportunity in 2004 to begin building a substantial voter vault database.
This information now resides in the domain of groups largely unsympathetic to

Republicans and will likely put it to use in the future.

INFORMATION TECHN Unlike in the United States, where voters are
Ecog?nist exposed to electioneering communications
' regulated by federal law, in Europe and elsewhere
they are exposed to a more or less 'free for all’
largely directed against Republicans. General
negative public attitudes toward President Bush
during the 2004 election cycle were reflected in
the media and European advocacy organizations

operating across Europe. A Pew Center study on

global public opinion prior to the November
Economist endorses Kerry election suggested broad negative attitudes toward
Republican President Bush outside the United States. This was confirmed in the
minds of many through efforts such as The World Votes project, by no means
scientific but enough to fuel media reports that public opinion outside the U.S.
was largely anti-Bush and anti-Republican.

Even during the campaign the issue of foreign public opinion and perception
gained limited traction. The Kerry campaign attempted to make an issue of how
important perceptions were to foreign policy. They appeared to make a claim
that growing anti-Americanism was the fault of Bush's foreign policy and

threatened U.S. prominence in the world. All hog wash, however public opinion
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